LESSON 3

stability

about making that shift into the world after high
sehool is daunting and alarming. No longer will he
have someone telling him what the next obvious step
is. It used to be first elementary school, then middle,
then high school. No longer will he have the stability
of knowing that for five out of the seven days of the
week;, he will be in class. No longer will someone tell
him the right choice to make. From graduation on out,
it's a confusion of unending choices and, unless he
has a crystal ball, never will.he know how his choice
is going to affect his life.

But an even more present worry evades this current
student body. For most seniors, this is their last year
of high school. But then the unexpected happens,
and as a result of the No Child Left Behind Act, not
just anyone will be gaining admittance into the next
stage of life. The shaking reality shatters the stability
that some have felt was inalienably theirs.

Not passing the TAKS means not passing the
principal on your way down. the other side of the
graduation stage. Suddenly, the confidence that you
feel begins to lessen as you realize that your facade of

stability has just been shattered by these realities. So

you question yourself, has anything ever been stable,
ever been for sure?

Of course it has. In its own unrelenting way, the
stability of your experience now may or may not have
anew face. In the future you can always count on that.
Just as the newcomer to this campus finds her‘niche
in the pyramid of high school, so will.all of us as we
move from one stage of life totfie next.

For now, Willard crosses the threshold into Jodele
Philip’s_English IV class and settles himself into his
chair as he prepares for this event in the sequence
of his life. Taking his seat near the window, Willlard
reunites with those people he remembers from as
far back as kindergarten. These faces will become
his peers in his last leg of this high school journey.
Together, but independently they will share football
victories and losses, morning pep rallies, and TAKS
testing rooms.

Together, from freshmen to seniors, one element
will'bring all together, and that is the unquenchable
thirst to find where you belong and have that place be

a place of stability.
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Theme basics

Developing a theme idea throughout the yearbook not only helps to unify the book, but also adds a
special dimension of involvement for readers.

Is there a unifying concept to tie the events of the year
together?

Does it allow for both verbal and visual development?
Does it show a fresh, contemporary approach?
Where are effective places to develop a theme?

Consider the following questions as guidelines while working

on a theme.
e Does it make sense, considering the events, activities
and issues of the year?
e |s there a catchphrase that students will be able to relate
to and understand?
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e Cover Theme catchphrase may be actually stated, but
at least the cover sets up the mood or tone reflected
in the theme.

e Endsheets Promotes unifying idea, either with color
choice or through use of headlines, copy, photos, artwork,
captions or graphics.

e Title page Content and design reflects theme idea. Title

of book is most important type element and includes year,

volume number, school name and complete address,
including ZIP code. Many schools also include school
enrollment and telephone number.
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